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The Communications and Transportation Secretariat (Secretaria de Comunicaciones y Transportes,
SCT) has received a budget allocation of 1.266 billion nuevo pesos (about US$405.8 million) in 1993
to repair, maintain and rebuild highways. On Jan. 7, Antonio Prado Valencia, SCT construction
and maintenance director, said the funding will allow the department to upgrade 60% of Mexico's
highways. The project, which is expected to create 120,000 new jobs, will reduce the number of
highways in "very poor" condition to about 28% of the total, compared with the current 60%. In fact,
Prado said only about 10% of the country's 46,600 km. of highways could currently be considered
to be in good condition. Another 30% are said to be in adequate condition. According to Prado, the
average age of 80% of Mexico's highways is about 30 years old, while the other 20% have been in
operation for less than 10 years. The SCT official said no new highways will be constructed this year,
in order to allow the department to focus resources on road upgrade, especially in rural areas. The
states that will benefit most from the highway upgrade will be Chiapas, Oaxaca, Guerrero, Jalisco,
Michoacan, Puebla, Tamaulipas, Campeche and Veracruz. In a related matter, SCT officials said
on Jan. 11 they expect completion of the 262 km. Cuernavaca-Acapulco highway by early April.
According to the SCT, the highway will connect with an existing highway between Mexico City and
Cuernavaca, allowing residents of the Federal District to reach Acapulco in less than four hours.
(Source: Notimex, 01/07/93, 01/11/93)
-- End --
